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After a storm comes a rainbow

To celebrate us all coming back together, Richmond Avenue created a schootwide

rainbow, containingthe handprintsof every childin the schoolto remind ourselvesthat
UA f aSwm, ComesaRainbov

Acrossthe schoolwe havebeentakingpart in an U AAbbut M e tbpic, thinking about

being part of a Team and how to move forwards together following lockdown, this
rainbowis a sign/ celebrationof our team

Richmond Primary School
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Pupilquotesaboutreturningto school
Goingbackto schoolmademe

U knew it would be different feel nervous but after seeing
but | O mappyto be back in my friends and being brave, |
schooliHuxley felt happylAlba
V U was happy and excite y

to seemynewt eadher d

Max

V

Ul tsdal mice to have the
children back Even though
everything is very different
| Ghappyto be backteaching
again

Staffquotesaboutreturningto school

‘It has been lovely to see so|
many happy, smiley face
coming into school each
morning There is a positive
buzz around the school when
the children are in which is
greatto be part of.

MissMoneypennysaid
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Welcome to the SECAT Newsletter for
Autumn 2020

Hello! ... And thank you for takingthe time to read this first
newsletter from the Trust. We want to let you know what is
happeningand hasbeendone at Trust Board levelfor all of our
familyof schools

As a Trust Board, one of our key aims is to improve
communication internally and externally There are many
significanbenefitsin your schoolsbeingpart of a multi-academy
trust, from centralisationand streamliningof many common
processesfor all schools, to flexing our musclesusing our
collectivebuyingpower.

Readon to find our whatwe havebeendoing Karen Dovaston
We would like to hear your views so pleasecontact us viathe  Chair of Trust Board
clerk to the Trust Boardkatylove@secato.uk

Wh a t bieen happening in SECATh of the first halfterm f
a halfterm like we haveneverhadbefore It hardlyseemspossiblel
that we are at the end

Despite the current circumstances,the children have reallyk
welcomebeingbackat school,in the routine andenjoyingseeing
their friends

| am delighted that, on the first week back we had 97%
attendance from across the family of schools Quite an
achievemenso thankyou all for your supportin gettingchildren Ruth Brock
backto school Chief Executive Officer
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| havevisited eachof the schoolsto speakwith the headteacherandto look at how
childrenhavesettled, especiallygiventhe lengthof time that somehadbeenunableto
cometo school

As alwayschildrenare remarkablyresilient,asyou know.

They havealsoloved to seethe manyprojects that the MAT hasprogressedover the
summer,someof which you will seebelow.

Making the most of our potential h

| am very pleasedto have joined SECAT in the
middle of Septemberand am looking forward to
working with all of the schoolsto getthe most out
of our sites, people and finances Achievingbest
valueand best practice are essentiako allow usto
focus spendingmoney where it can do the most
good, improving the prospects and progress of
childrenattendingour schools

As a larger Multi AcademyTrust we are able to
accessmore guaranteedfundingthan as individual
schools to support the improvement and
developmentof our buildingsand facilities In the
last financialyear this amountedto £700000. This
allowed us to carry out a significantamount of
works over the summerperiod with roof upgrade
works completedacrossa number of our schools Ben Stickley
Theseworks would otherwise haveto be fundedby Chief Operating Officer
cutting educationakpend

We are currently in the processof retenderinga

number of contracted servicesacrossthe Trust to

take advantagef our collectivebuyingpower.
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Thorpedene Primary School

Media Cabin

With the additionof the new Mediafacility,it will primarilyenableusto further support
English/literacyacrossthe key stagesby usingvideo and audioto bring work "off the
page: It broadenschildren'sexperiencesof different kinds of mediaand their media
literacy It will helpto boost their seltesteemand confidencepromoting teamwork and
leadershipaswell assmallgroup work.

Bringingin more use of multimedia,it allowsthe childrento literally placethemselvesn
their story. The multimediasuite will also allow us to create crosscurricular links,
particularlyfor childrenwho thrive with alternativewaysof learning

and volunteers to share this conirhignperst. will
ice and a Right to Work in the UK check.
gable company.
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The ideaof bringingin a schoolradio/podcasts a greatwayto boost the confidenceof

our childrenin their speakingand listening,as well aslearningnew skills at the same
time. It could be a platform for sharingwork, ideasandasa sourceof communicatiorto

the schoolcommunity

So far, the suite hasbeen usedby the childrento film the prospective Head Boy
and Head Girl hustings, aswell asa welcome by all the prefects It is alsoin the
processof beingusedby staffto shareparentworkshopinformation

Due to COVID, it meant that we had to find new ways of working and getting
the messageacross Through our YouTube channel,we were able to stay in touch
with all the children throughout the lockdown and we explored other
avenue®f communicationWith the current guidancearoundgatheringsvhichimpacts
on our assembliesit could meanthat staff and/or students could transmit from the
mediasuite directly into the classroomsvia an applicationsuchas Google Classroom,
Zoom, MSTeamsetc with a professionalisnandconsistency

From a school promotion aspect,it opensthe doors to shareour ideasboth in school
via screensplaced around the building and also that we can share online (always
followingrelevantGDPR protocols). It will boost the profile of Thorpedenein the local
communityby offeringa wider rangeof subjects
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Away Day for our Professional Teaching Staff

For the first time, we have a non-pupil day on 2nd November for all of our family of
schools Our professionateachingstaffwill be working hard on 2 November202Q whichis
anAway Day for professionatlevelopmentWe will be consideringcarefullywhat our pupils
entitlementshouldbe acrossall of our schoolsandall of the agegroups,consideringvhat it
meansin real terms for a childin one of the SECATschools We are excited about this so
watchthis space!

At such a worrying time we hope all of our staff,
pupils, parents and carers can see what a good job our
professionaktaffhavedonein terms of planningandkeepingall
save We are at the forefront of informationbeinggivento you,
# b 0V | D Ig with it all being posted on our websites and shared via
newslettersfrom your schoolsand socialmediaposts If you
have concerns,pleasecontact your schoolsand they will be

happyto help

Playground improvements some
of you will havenoticedimprovementsmadeto
many of our outside areas We are lucky to
have a good amount of outside spaceacross
our schools We have some work to do-
Richmond Avenue Primary School hada
couple of surprisesfor us ¥ but this is all in
hand This work is paidfor from central Trust
funds
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Bournes Green Junior School

On Your Bike!

It may continue to be a bit different for |
everyone at the moment but all SECAT |
schoolsremaincommitted to deliveringan

exciting and varied curriculum Separate
risk assessmentsstill allow us to vary
curriculum content for our kids For ZE=od
example,at BournesGreen Junior Schooal,
we are keento encourageas many pupils
and parentsaspossibleto cycleto school
As well asthe health benefits,cyclingwith
your child canhelpto reducecongestionn
the local area,especiallyduring the school
run. For this reason,we offeredour Year4

and Year 6 pupils Level 1 and LevdiReabilityto promote road safety and improve their
confident with cycling. Everyone had a great time and really enjoyed practising this
essential life skill.

BGJ Heroes Week

Thisyearwe havelauncheda new initiative calledHeroesWeek! Thisweekis designedo
be a fully inclusiveand celebratory week looking at heroes from a range of different
cultures,backgroundsindcontexts.
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We will start the week by lookingat our personalheroesandwhat it takesto be a hero.
We will then look at group heroes,for exampleour fantasticNHS and other essential
services Year groupswill then focuson three selectedheroesfor the remainderof the

weekto celebrateall typesof hero.

We will be creatinga videoto showcaseour highlightsfrom the week on our Bournes
GreenJuniorSchoolYouTubeChannel

Bournes Green Infant School

On Friday 9th October, all the Year 2 children took part in the Virtual Sportshall
Competition. Children competedagainstother SouthendSchools The eventsincluded
Standind.ongJumpSpeedBounce ChestPush, Vertical Jumpand ShuttleRun

The children completedin all five eventsand their distancesand times were recorded
The scoresare currently beingcollatedby the SSCOso we are awaitingthe finalresults!

The childrenhadso muchfun andlovedtakingpart in the competition!

WIPNRIT L i g T
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| loved the Shuttle
Run!
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Strengthening the Trust Board

Many of you will have seen the adverts for
Trusteesto addto the skillsof the Trust Board
We have had some excellent applicantsand we
have appointed new Trustees, who will be
working together with the existing Trust Board
membersto improve outcomesfor the children
in our SECATschools The Trust Boardworks at
a strategic level, guidingthe Trust journey and
workingto complywith the legalrequirements

W We are all volunteers but passionate about

1 helping More to come!

WE NEED YOU!

Would you like to get involved in school
governance? We are looking for parents, \
carers and others from our community to
become involved as Academy Committee
governors. Our Academy Committees
monitor our schools, feeding back to the
Trust Board and helping to ensure good
outcomes for our children.

If you would like more information, please
contact the Trust Board Clerk, Katy Love bySSs==
email atkatylove @secat.co.uk —_——
You donit have to have a child at the
We are looking for Academy Committee

governors for Richmond Avenue Primary

School HinguarPrimary & Nursery School

andThorpedenePrimary School
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Hinguar Nursery and I5rimary School
New ICT Suite

We are very pleasedo introduce this term, our brandnew ICT Suite Our purpose

built ICT suite has been fitted with 16 pupil desktopsand monitors as well as a
desktopandmonitor for the teacherandinteractivewhiteboardto enablewhole class
teachingof computing

The children were thrilled to learn of this new accompanimentto their school
environment and the teachers have been equally delighted to be able to teach
computingeffectivelyin this dedicated CT learningspace

Through socialdistancingand thorough cleandown processeshetween eachsession,
we havebeenableto makefull useof this fantasticresourcebasethis term.




